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Some few there are who, like Lord Coventry,
have agreeable recollections of the manifestations
of loyalty which were made when, in 1867, the
Prince of Wales first appeared in the hunting fields
of Worcestershire. I have vivid memories of that
fine day's sport, in which all the territorial magnates
of the shire took part. The Prince was the guest
of the Due d'Aumale, at the chateau of Wood
Norton, by Evesham, which was bequeathed to
the Due d'Orleans by his Royal uncle, and sold
by the Royalist Pretender in 1912. The Orleanist
host of the Prince of Wales of those days was on
the most friendly terms with the then Heir-Apparent
and the Royal Family.
On the occasion referred to I remember the
admiration expressed by a record " field " at the
plucky, but not venturesome, "going" of the
Heir-Apparent, who retained his excellent " seat "
until the last, although of late years he was not
seen often in the saddle, except on a pony at
Sandringham. The bolder rider of the two was
Queen Alexandra, who, in the earlier seventies,
was a charming figure in the hunting field, and
notably when she and "the Prince" were the
guests at Trentham of the then Duke and Duchess
of Sutherland.1 That duke was one of the earliest-
chosen friends of the Prince, and both, in suitable
dress, were sometimes to be seen on an engine
dashing off to a great fire.
The names of a score of intimate friends of
King Edward rise in the memory. Among others
1 Parents of tke Duke vrho died in Jtsae, 1913.